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 Wisea sanjuanensis Lees, Schueth & Howe in Schueth & Lees (2019) 

 

 

 

 
Pl. 1, figs 7–10 

Pl. 1, figs 7–10. Wisea sanjuanensis gen. et sp. nov. Lees, Schueth & Howe. Fig. 7, 7260.15’ (2212.89m), figs 8-10, 

7203.95’ (2195.76m). Figs 7a, 8a, b, 9a, 10a XPL, 7b, 9b, 10b XPL + GP. 

 

Biscutum sp. D Howe in Sikora et al., 2004, fig. 17b. 

 

Derivation of name: After the location of the core in which the species was found, in the 

San Juan Basin, New Mexico, USA. 

Diagnosis: A species of Wisea with a very small central opening that is covered by a very 

small axial cross that appears to sit immediately above it and may indicate a short spine. 

The arms of the cross are very short, of approximately equal length, and are pointed at 

the ends. 

Differentiation: The axial cross in Wisea is distinct from those in other cretarhabdaceans 

with axial crosses, being proportionally smaller relative to the rim, and virtually filling 

the central area. 

Comment: This taxon may have been logged by other workers as Cretarhabdus 

johannisbergensis Hoffman & Vetter, 1971, the holotype of which is a transmission(?) 

electron micrograph of what appears to be a poorly preserved and partially obscured 

retecapsid with an indistinct assembly of crystals filling the central area that are not 

aligned into an axial cross, as suggested by an accompanying line-drawing of presumably 

the same specimen by those authors. This lack of a central cross, in particular, leads us to 

believe that sanjuanensis is not johannisbergensis. 

Holotype: Pl. 1, fig. 7a, b. 

Holotype dimensions: 5.2 μm long, 4.2 μm wide. 

Paratypes: Pl. 1, figs 9a, b, 10a, b. 
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Type locality: Rio Arriba County, San Juan Basin, New Mexico, USA (36°16’27.8”N, 

107°28’1”W). 

Type level: San Juan 28-6 UT 148M core, 7260.15’ (2212.89 m); UC8, Turonian. 

Occurrence: San Juan 28-6 UT 148M core, Turonian–Coniacian (UC8–UC9). 
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